



American Memory Resources for New Eden Research Project

American Memory is a Website created by the Library of Congress. It provides public access to over nine million historical items, presented in over 130 thematic collections through the World Wide Web. These items reflect the collective American memory, its history and culture. Unique and rare documents, photographs, films, and audio recordings are included. Using the Library of Congress and American Memory is different from simply looking up a topic in an encyclopedia or reference book. Some suggestions are given here to help you use the collections effectively.

1. Begin at the American Memory homepage at http://memory.loc.gov.

2. Choose Today in History.

· Click on link to Archives.

· Do a search on women's suffrage.

· Display the August 28 page (item # 2) that recounts an incident when ten suffragists were arrested as they picketed the White House.

· Note the links to documents related to Alice Paul: photograph and description of her time in jail and hunger strike experience.

· See suggestions at bottom of August 28 page for finding additional American Memory sources related to women’s suffrage – for example, the special Library of Congress timeline exhibit One Hundred Years Toward Suffrage: An Overview.

3. Explore the American Memory collections to determine those relevant for your research.

· You can browse by topic, time period, format or place.

· Search help strategies give tips for finding materials within a particular collection.

4. Chronicling America provides access to more than a million American newspaper pages from 1880-1922. Begin at the LC homepage, go to Digital Collections and then Historic Newspapers. A search on Jim Crow finds a May 8, 1908 illustrated article from the NY Sun.

5. The Prints & Photographs Online Catalog offers access to more than 1 million digitized images. Display an item to see bibliographic information, persistent URL and related links.

6. Go to Teachers page at http://www.loc.gov/teachers/ or click on the “Teachers” link from the American Memory home page.

· Follow this path: Classroom Materials / Presentations and Activities / Presentations / American Memory Timeline // Rise of Industrial America // Work in the Late 19th Century. Display document “The Trade Union Woman.”

· Read the brief account of trade unionism in relation to working women of the United States. You can also link to the full document found in the Votes for Women, 1848-1921 collection.

